
Te Rito gives you 

more time – and 

more information 

– to focus on 

what matters: 

understanding 

learners and helping 

them succeed.

Helping educators  
support ākonga success
INFORMATION FOR KURA/SCHOOLS

What is Te Rito?

Te Rito is a web-based national information repository 
that will connect ākonga (learner) data across kura, 
schools and early learning services.

Te Rito is being rolled out gradually across Aotearoa  
New Zealand. Te Rito provides combined data that 
educators can use to gain insights to help learners succeed.

In time, Te Rito will make it possible for an increasingly 
rich record of information to travel with an ākonga 
throughout their education journey.
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Developed with educators, for educators
As an educator, you know the value of understanding the learning history, strengths and needs  
of an ākonga. The more you understand your learners, the better you can support them – valuing 
and respecting the things that make them unique. You know that important information can be lost 
when an ākonga changes kura/school.

Consistent, accessible ākonga information enables collaboration, informed decision-making, and 
better support for learners in your care. When information can travel with learners, a continuous, 
strengths-based record of learning builds in richness over time.

The Ministry recognises that ākonga information is at the heart of the learning journey. We’re 
developing Te Rito with educators, to put the power of accessible, accurate and safe ākonga 
information into local educators’ hands.

How Te Rito  
works now

For your kura or school

Te Rito draws information from different 
applications used by your kura or school, including 
your student management system (SMS). Te Rito 
provides access to a standardised Learning 
Support Register (sLSR). The sLSR is a central, 
secure place where you can capture and manage 
ākonga learning support needs. 

You may already have a place where you record 
information about ākonga learning support needs 
and the support you’re providing. The sLSR that 
runs on Te Rito provides a consistent format and  
a common language developed with educators,  
so you’re all talking about learning support needs 
in the same way. 

Data in Te Rito is updated nightly, which means 
you’ll have a current view of what’s happening  
in your kura or school, and with your learners.  
The Ministry of Education does not have access  
to identifiable ākonga data in Te Rito.

For your cluster, Kāhui Ako or community  
of learning

Te Rito anonymises and combines ākonga 
information across a cluster or Kāhui Ako. Te Rito 
uses this combined data to create dashboards 
with overviews of ākonga demographics, 
transitions and learning support needs in your 
cluster or Kāhui Ako. The dashboards are both a 
cluster-level view and an entry point for examining 
different aspects of the data in more detail. 

How Te Rito  
will work in the future

A continuous record to support  

ākonga wellbeing and success

For kura and schools

Once fully deployed, Te Rito will act as an 
intermediary between the different SMSs used  
by kura and schools. Te Rito will be able to 
receive ākonga data from any kura/school SMS 
and save this data in a secure online space. 
When an ākonga moves kura/school, Te Rito can 
transfer the learning information for that ākonga 
to the SMS of the receiving kura/school.

For early learning services

Early learning services can use the sLSR on 
Te Rito to capture and manage learning support 
needs information for their learners. In the future, 
with the right consents, kura and schools will 
be able to draw this information from Te Rito 
and build on early childhood educators’ ākonga 
knowledge and support.

A secure, integrated national platform

Te Rito provides the platform for the sLSR. 
Further applications can be added in the future. 
Having kura and school applications on one 
platform across Aotearoa will ensure that the 
data in these applications remains consistent, 
compatible and secure.
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Benefits for educators

Start from a place  
of knowledge

With Te Rito, you’ll have more information to help you identify and 
support the skills, talents and needs of an ākonga – from the moment 
that ākonga comes under your care. 

You can have informed conversations with learners, parents and 
whānau from day one. You’ll have access to a fuller picture of ākonga 
strengths and needs, which can help you take a holistic approach. 
Important ākonga information won’t be overlooked. For example, 
you’ll know when a new student has pre-approved learning support 
funding in place, so you can take steps to make sure that funding 
continues, instead of having to re-apply.

Track outcomes  
for learners

Te Rito dashboards show changes over time, providing you with 
evidence of what’s working for your learners, and where there 
are gaps. You can use this evidence to adjust local practices and 
resources, and track outcomes of actions you take to support learners.

Plan and collaborate 
with your cluster  
or Kāhui Ako

Te Rito lets you gather and view information in the same way as 
other kura or schools in your cluster or Kāhui Ako. Te Rito dashboards 
give you analytics from across your cluster or Kāhui Ako, so you can 
collaborate to share resources and develop the right capabilities and 
support for your combined needs. 

Kura and schools connected to Te Rito are already using dashboards 
to inform cluster and Kāhui Ako strategy and planning. They are 
finding that dashboards are the focal point for conversations about 
priorities, and that a common view of cluster or Kāhui Ako data 
contributes to a shared understanding and greater transparency. 

Streamline 
administration  
and reporting

Te Rito will save administration time, because repetitive and often 
manual reporting processes, such as attendance, can be completed 
quickly using Te Rito. 

Kura and school leaders already using Te Rito have told us that 
Te Rito groups data that would have been compiled manually from 
different sources, and that Te Rito provides data extracts in  
an easy-to-understand format to share with leaders and boards.  
This has reduced administrative workloads, and increased analysis 
and reporting capabilities.
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Working in partnership
Since 2017, the Ministry has been working with a Sector 
Advisory Group on the development of Te Rito. The group 
has members from unions and professional organisations that 
represent teachers and principals across Aotearoa. There are 
also two working groups guiding Te Rito’s development:  
Te Rau Whakatupu - Māori, representing Māori and dual 
medium kura/schools; and Te Rau Whakatupu - Auraki, 
representing English medium schools.

Together, these groups are co-designing Te Rito, identifying 
issues and needs, and helping the Ministry deliver the best 
solution for learners and educators. We recognise that local 
educators, leaders, whānau and iwi understand what’s best 
for their communities, and how to provide the right support 
for their learners, centred around ākonga strengths. We will 
ensure our work reflects the ākonga voice, and the voice  
of their whānau. 

Know your ākonga information is safe

Keeping ākonga information safe, getting the right consents 
before data is added to Te Rito, and ensuring ākonga information 
is used only as intended, are central to Te Rito’s design. 

Trusted information used locally

The data you add to Te Rito belongs to your learners and  
kura/school. The Ministry does not have access to ākonga 
data, or kura/school data beyond what is currently shared  
by kura/schools with the Ministry.

Te Rito uses leading privacy and security practices. 

Supporting connections between whānau  
and kura/schools

Te Rito enables new conversations with learners and whānau. 
Discussing Te Rito with whānau is a good starting point 
for discussions about the strengths and needs they’d like 
represented in Te Rito. This can lead to new opportunities  
to collaborate on ākonga wellbeing and support.

When will Te Rito be available  
to my kura/school?
Te Rito is being progressively rolled out across the country 
during 2021-22, and will continue to be enhanced over the next 
few years. Check the Te Rito website for the latest information.

How Te Rito  
got its name
The name ‘Te Rito’ was inspired 
by a whakataukī gifted for the 
programme’s use by Te Aupōuri.

Hutia te rito o te harakeke 
If the heart of the harakeke 
(flax) was removed

Kei whea te kōmako e kō 
Where then would the  
bellbird sing?

Kī mai ki ahau: 
If I was asked:

‘He aha te mea nui o te ao?’ 
‘What is the most important 
thing in the world?’

Māku e kī atu:  
I would say:

‘He tangata, he tangata,  
he tangata’. 
‘It is people, it is people,  
it is people’.

— Meri Ngaroto

Rito is the inner leaf, or baby flax, 
at the heart of the harakeke (flax) 
plant. Rito represents the child 
or ākonga (learner), surrounded 
by protective outer leaves, which 
represent whānau (family and 
community), kaiako (educators),  
and kura (schools).

Pronunciation:

• Te (“Tent” short sound)

• Ri (“Reed” rolled “r”) 

• to (“Tort” short sound)

terito.govt.nz

https://terito.govt.nz/

